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Google fined for failing to
comply with Competition
Board’s measuresfor
non-compliance with
Competition Board’s
measures

The Turkish Competition Board fined Google approx.
EUR8.4 million for placingfavouringits ownlocal search
and accommodation price comparison more favorably
at general search results page. As an extension of this
decision, the Turkish Competition over competitors.
The Board hadalso imposed certain measures to
facilitate effective competition in the market.

Although the Competition Board had previously
accepted the remedies submitted by Google, a
recent announcement on the Turkish Competition
Authority’s website revealed, through monitoring
activities,solutions that Google did notundertook to
implement the remedies, monitoring by the Turkish
Competition Authority revealed that the company had
not actioned them with respect to hotel queries. On
this basis, the Competitionsearches. The Board has
therefore imposed daily administrative fines, which
began on 15" April 2024 and will remain until Google
demonstrates compliance, corresponding to 0.05% of
Google’s annual2023 turnover generated in Turkey in
2023. The daily fine started ticking on 15.04.2024 and
will continue until Google come into compliance.

French high schools fined

Five well-known French high schools in Istanbul -
Saint-Joseph, Saint Benoit, Notre-Dame de Sion, Saint
Michel and Saint Pulchérie - have been fined for fixing
enrollmentenrolment (and other) fees and other price
related aspects and, teacher salaries. The total fine for
fixing the enrollment fees is approx.respective fines
arising from each breach are EUR 366,827 and the fine
for colludingon teachersalariesis approx. EUR 244,551.

META’s daily
administrative fine is
overends

The Turkish Competition Authority announced that
the daily administrative fine imposed on META has
ended. As a quick re-cap, the Turkish Competition
Board previously found that META abused its
dominant position by combining useutilising user
data from Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp,
hindering its to deleteriously affect social network
competitors in social networking and online display
advertising markets. META then faced daily fines
forAfter failing to offer solutions that would promote
fair competition in the. , META was made subject to
daily fines.

According to a recent announcement published at
theon the Turkish Competition Authority’s website
of the Turkish Competition Authority, the initial
remediessolutions offered by META were rejected
due tofor the following reasons:

» Directed consent: RemedySolution offered
was designed in a way to direct users to provide
theirgrant consent to data combinationuse.

» Lack of transparency: The explanation of the
data practices was insufficient.

» Unequal options: The opt-out process for data
combination was more complex than opting in.

» No guarantee of access: Users were not
informed they could still use the apps without
data merging.

The Turkish Competition Board has now accepted
META’s revised remediessolutions and liftedended
the daily fines. Total amount of the daily fine issued
is stated which amounted to be approx. EUR 15.8
million.
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Tofag’s acquisition

of Stellantis Turkey
operations under
extended Phase Il review

Turkey car manufacturer Tofas announced, on the
Public Disclosure Platform (KAP) that), the start of
Phase Il of the review of its acquisition of Stellantis’s
operations in Stellantis Turkey. The proposed
acquisition includes thewill include distribution
rights ofto Stellantis brands such as Peugeot, Citroén,
Opel, and DS Automobiles). .

Turkish Competition
Authority aims to increase
its activities in the digital
marketsmarket presence

The In a recent interview Mr. Birol Kile, head of
the Turkish Competition Authority, Mr. Birol Kile,
recently highlighted ahis focus on strengthening
regulations forregulation of digital markets, in an
interview. Mr. Kille. He noted that many competition
authorities have already implemented digital
markets regulationssuch regulation, and that the
Turkish Competition Authority is currently analyzing
the structureanalysing structural and competition
within Turkey’s digitalaspects of these markets.

Although certain reforms were proposed to the
Amendments to Turkey’s competition act, to address
digital markets, they have not been debated but not
implemented yetthus far.

Alibaba’s Trendyol
fined for self-
preferencingpreference
fine

Turkish e-commerce giant Trendyol was slapped
with a EUR 1.7 million fine by the Turkish
Competition Board for favoringfavouring its own
private label products over those of other sellers on
its platform. The investigation found that Trendyol
was not discriminating against individual sellers,
but rather abusing its dominant position through
self-preferencing. This included (i) manipulating
algorithms to givegrant Trendyol's private label
products an unfair advantage in search results and
promotions, and; (i) using seller data gathered
through the platform to benefit Trendyol's own
products.

To prevent future self-preferencing, the Competition
Board ordered Trendyol to:

» RefrainingRefrain from any manipulation to
favoractions that would favour Trendyol’s private
label products,

» Completely separate data for its private label
business data from its seller data,. This includes
including:

m  (Creating different teams forSeparating its
private label productsproduct team..

m  Prohibiting data sharing between private
label teams and seller data teams.

B |mplementinga clearinternal policy on data
usage.

» SaveStore product rating and brand filtering
algorithms  for three3 years to ensure
transparency.




GenTemizer is a Turkish law firm based in Istanbul, Tiirkiye. We advise
various businesses in relation to their investments, M&A, competition
law/antitrust, project financing and construction projects as well as on
operational and dispute resolution matters in the context of the Turkish
regulatory framework. We have also advised investors in relation to
government sponsored privatisation projects.

We are listed in Legal 500, IFLR1000 and Chambers and Partners as one of the
leading law firms in Turkiye. Each of our partners have also been recognised
as one of the leading lawyers in Tirkiye. We understand and can meet the
demanding requirements and innovative, responsive thinking required for
an investment transaction in Tiirkiye.

Please contact us for detailed information

Bulut Girgin Simru Tayfun Orcun Horozoglu
Partner Associate Associate
bgirgin@gentemizer.com stayfun@gentemizer.com ohorozog@gentemizer.com

Doga Kiiciikay Efe Utku Cal
Associate Legal Trainee
dkucukay@gentemizer.com ecal@gentemizer.com

© 2024 | Gen Temizer Erdogan Girgin Attorney Partnership

www.gentemizer.com



