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The “Financing Opportunities for Green Transi-
tion Goals” Report roadmaps Tirkiyess efforts to
achieve its green transition objectives. The Sci-
entific and Technological Research Council of
Tlrkiye (“TUBITAK”) plays a central role by of-
fering incentives focused on research and devel-
opment (“R&D”) and innovation. This article of
our new series will focus on TUBITAK’s support
programs for environmentally friendly technolo-
gies and their contributions to Turkiye’s sustain-
ability goals.

The 1501 TUBITAK Industrial R&D Projects
Support Program and the 1507 TUBITAK
SMEs R&D Startup Support Program sup-
port research, technology development, and
innovation by Small and Medium-Sized Enter-
prises (“SMEs”) through provision of non-repay-
able grants covering 75% of project costs. Both
are designed to enhance project-based R&D
and innovation capacities, strengthen competi-
tiveness, and promote the Green Deal (the latter
through scoring advantages for aligned proj-
ects). The programs are open to SME-scale cap-
ital companies based in Turkiye with applica-
tions accepted twice a year via calls announced
in January and July.

The 1707 Call for Order-Based R&D Proj-
ects for SMEs (“1707 Call’) is part of the 1507
TUBITAK SME R&D Startup Support Program
and aims to foster collaboration between cli-
ent and supplier organizations to develop in-
novative products and processes for SMEs. The
1707 Call seeks to enhance the efficient use of
public resources for R&D projects and promote
partnerships. A Client Organization and at least
one Supplier Organization can jointly apply.
The Client Organization refers to capital com-
panies in Turkiye which have signed a collabo-
ration agreement with a Supplier Organization
for R&D-based solutions. The Supplier Organi-
zation refers to capital companies operating as
SMEs which participate in these projects.

The 1702 Patent-Based Technology Trans-
fer Support Call (“1702 Call”) supports the li-
censing or transfer of patented technologies de-
veloped by universities, research centers, public
institutions, technology transfer offices, and
technology companies to capital companies in
Turkiye. Projects are eligible for a maximum du-
ration of 60 months with a project budget ceil-
ing of 4,000,000 TRY and respective maximum
support rates of 60% and 75% for large-scale
Client Organizations and SME-scale Client Or-
ganizations. Eligible applicants for the 1702 Call
include capital companies with Client Organiza-
tion status; technology provider organizations
(such as universities, research infrastructures,
public institutions, public research centers and
institutes); technology transfer offices; and capi-
tal companies operating in technology develop-
ment zones under Law No. 4691.

The 1711 Artificial Intelligence (“Al”) Eco-
system Call (“1711 Call”) is an R&D initiative to
encourage development of innovative Al-based
products and processes by industrial organiza-
tions and SMEs based in Turkiye. The 1711 Call
focuses on projects requiring collaboration be-
tween client organizations, technology provider
SMEs, university research centers, and public re-
search institutes to ensure more efficient use of
public resources allocated for R&D support. Pri-
ority is given to projects in fields such as smart
manufacturing systems, smart agriculture, food
and livestock, financial technologies, and the
impacts of climate change. Applications to the
1711 Call must be submitted jointly by a Client
Organization, at least one SME acting as a tech-
nology provider, and an experienced university
research laboratory/center or public research
institute.

The 1004 Excellence Center Support Pro-
gram (“1004 Support Program”) intends to
establish high-tech platforms through fostering
collaboration between the research depart-
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ments of higher education institutions, private
sector R&D/Design centers, and public R&D
units. The 1004 Support Program prioritizes
R&D and innovation projects aligned with the
2053 net zero emissions target with a focus on
combating climate change and adaptation to
the European Green Deal. Eligible research pro-
grams may receive budgets of up to 150 million
TRY with applications accepted from research
universities designated by the Council of Higher
Education, TUBITAK-affiliated centers and insti-
tutes, and research units accredited under Law
No. 6550. The collaboration platform must in-
clude at least two R&D/Design centers and two
research infrastructures or public R&D units.

The 1509 TUBITAK International Industrial
R&D Projects Grant Program (‘1509 Grant
Program”) supports the participation of Turk-
ish organizations in international R&D and in-
novation projects by enhancing technical com-
petence and knowledge bases. The 1509 Grant
Program seeks to promote cross-border tech-
nology transfer and develop original technolo-
gies to enhance global competitiveness. Eligible
large-scale companies and SMEs may receive
grants covering 60% and 75% of their respec-
tive R&D expenses. Any Turkiye-based company
participating in the EUREKA program can apply
(EUREKAis an international R&D program estab-
lished by 19 European countries and the Euro-
pean Union Commission to fund development
of marketable products and processes).



GenTemizer is a Turkish law firm based in Istanbul, Turkiye. We advise various
businesses in relation to their investments, M&A, competition law/antitrust,
project financing and construction projects as well as on operational and
dispute resolution matters in the context of the Turkish regulatory framework.
We have also advised investors in relation to government sponsored
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as one of the leading lawyers in Turkiye. We understand and can meet the
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