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Long Awaited
Guidelines
Published

The Turkish DPA has published its Guidelines
on Cross-Border Transfer of Personal Data
(“Guidelines”) which eliminate grey areas and
standardize practice. They covervarious transfer
mechanisms such as adequacy decisions,
appropriate  safeguards, and exceptional
transfers. The Guidelines also provide concrete
examples to clarify common situations such as
data transfers between subsidiaries and foreign
parent companies and transfers by Turkish
companies to foreign entities.

Novel Administrative
Fine Amounts
Announced

Administrative fines under the Turkish PDPL are
revised annually to reflect the revaluation rate
published at the beginning of each calendar
year in accordance with Article 17 of the
Misdemeanours Law No. 5326 and Article 298 of
the Tax Procedure Law. For 2025, the revaluation
rate has been set at 43.93% resulting in an
increase in the number of administrative fines
compared to 2024.

Cybersecurity
Presidency
Established

The “Cybersecurity Presidency” (“Presidency”)
was established through Presidential Decree on

8 January, 2025. The Presidency is responsible
for detecting cybersecurity vulnerabilities,
identifying  priority areas, and creating
emergency and crisis management plans. It
will enhance collaboration between public
institutions, the private sector and universities
while developing domestic products and
technologies.

The Presidency will also focus on raising
awareness of cybersecurity through training
and events. Strategy development, research,
technology  transfer, and  encouraging
participation in both national and international
events are also key foci.

New Guidelines for
Banking Sector

The Banking Sector Best Practices Guidelineson
Personal Data Protection (“Guidelines”) have
been published by the DPAin collaboration with
the Banks Association of Trkiye. The Guidelines
have been updated to reflect changes to the
Amendments to the Code of Criminal Procedure
and Certain Other Laws.

Mediator
Obligations
Widened

A January 13 announcement explained
mediation requirements under the Turkish
PDPL. Mediators, who are considered data
controllers, must explain how data is processed
to the parties involved in mediation. Current
obligations under the Mediation Law are not
wide enough to satisfy Turkish PDPL data
protection requirements.
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Important Statistics
Shared

The President of the Turkish DPA announced
that a total of approx. EUR 27 million in
administrative fines has been imposed by the
authority since 2017. The announcement also
detailed the following:

» 47,038 notifications and complaints (45,263
concluded).

» 1,601 data breach notifications (353
published on DPA website).

» 1,545 standard contract notifications for
cross-border data transfers submitted.

» 10 written commitments for cross-border
data transfer approved.

Trabzon University
in Major Data
Breach

The DPA published details of a data breach
involving Trabzon University on 16 January
2025. The breach, which began in 2023 and
was detected on 1 June 2024, affected 25,237
individuals including university staff and
students. Compromised data included identity
details, contact information, personnel data,
and location data which were reportedly sold on
illegal online platforms by the cyber attackers.
This was the only data breach published in
January.




GenTemizer is a Turkish law firm based in Istanbul, Turkiye. We advise various
businesses in relation to their investments, M&A, competition law/antitrust, project
financing and construction projects as well as on operational and dispute resolution
matters in the context of the Turkish regulatory framework. We have also advised
investors in relation to government sponsored privatisation projects.

We are listed in Legal 500, IFLR1000 and Chambers and Partners as one of the leading
law firms in Tiirkiye. Each of our partners have also been recognised as one of the
leading lawyers in Turkiye. We understand and can meet the demanding requirements
and innovative, responsive thinking required for an investment transaction in Turkiye.

For more information, you can contact us.

Ebru Temizer Seray Apak
Partner Associate
etemizer@gentemizer.com sapak@gentemizer.com

Efe Utku Cal Ahmet Kerem Demir
Associate Paralegal
ecal@gentemizer.com ademir@gentemizer.com

© 2025 | Gen Temizer Erdogan Girgin Attorney Partnership

www.gentemizer.com



